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Budget a missed opportunity to invest in justice 
 

The Law Council welcomes the funding announced in tonight’s Budget to support Australians 
interacting with the family law system, women experiencing family violence and those affected by the 
floods.  
 

In particular: 

• $87.9 million over four years to expand the Federal Circuit and Family Court of Australia’s 
Lighthouse Project pilot and culturally responsive support for First Nations Australians. This 
includes $63.75 million in funding to the Court and $24.2 million over three years for Legal Aid 
Commissions to raise their capacity to meet increased demand for representation services 
resulting from the extension and expansion of the Lighthouse Project pilot.  

• $52.4 million over four years to Legal Aid Commissions to meet expected demand for support 
under the Family Violence and Cross Examination of Parties Scheme.  

• $22 million over five years from 2021-22 to support the placement of state child protection and 
policing officials in the family law courts across Australia to facilitate information sharing 
between the family law, child protection and family violence systems.  

• $16.5 million over two years from 2021-22 to support Legal Aid Commissions to meet the cost 
of legal representation, including independent children lawyers as ordered by the Federal 
Circuit and Family Court of Australia as part of the Government’s enhanced case 
management arrangements for family law proceedings 

• $8.4 million over three years for a pilot of a new service delivery model to provide survivors of 
sexual assault with greater access to dedicated legal services to support their recovery and 
engagement with the criminal justice system. 

• $7 million over two years for nine Women’s and Community Legal Services nationally, to help 
women access legal assistance and migration support, 

• $5.4 million over two years from 2021-22 to existing legal assistance services operating within 
Queensland and NSW to support individuals and businesses affected by the recent floods.  

 

“The Law Council is particularly pleased to see additional funding for the Lighthouse Project, which 
triages matters with serious family violence, and the Family Violence and Cross Examination of Parties 
Scheme and additional funding for the Court and Legal Aid Commissions,” Law Council President  
Mr Tass Liveris said. “However, this funding does not effectively acknowledge that some of these 
initiatives, particularly the case management pathway, have increased costs for Australian families and 
that the family law sector has been significantly underfunded for many years. We will have to wait to 
see the impact this funding has on reducing the backlog of matters, in meeting the growing demand for 
services and ensuring Australian families can afford assistance when they need it.  
 

“We also welcome the further investment of $1.3 billion to deliver targeted measures towards 
implementation of the new National Plan to Reduce Violence Against Women and Children.  
 

“These are important initiatives that will help women and children impacted by family violence to 
navigate the family law system.  
 

“However, more resources to ensure all Australians have equal access to justice are needed. 
 

“The focus of this year’s Budget has been on addressing increasing cost-of-living pressures. These 
pressures have the biggest impact on the most vulnerable in our society.  
 

“In the Justice Project, the Law Council identified that people experiencing disadvantage, including 
financial disadvantage, are often more vulnerable to experiencing legal problems, including family law 
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issues and family violence. There can be a particular impact on civil law issues related to care needs, 
housing and rising debts. 
 

“We know that legal issues can arise or worsen when times get tougher and services need to be there 
and able to help when people need them most. The consequences of being unable to access legal 
help can be profound, with implications for their financial security, health, housing and safety. A stated 
focus of this Budget is on guaranteeing essential services. It is time to recognise that legal services are 
an essential service.” 
  
While the Law Council welcomes the announcements in the Federal Budget tonight, frontline legal 
services within the legal assistance sector remain critically underfunded and subject to strict resourcing 
limitations. 
 

“Investment in frontline legal services not only improves outcomes for individuals it has demonstrated 
benefits in terms of downstream costs savings for the Government,” Mr Liveris said.  
 

In the lead up to the Federal Election, the Law Council looks forward to hearing from all parties and 
candidates regarding proposals to improve access to justice for Australians. 
 

“The looming Federal Election is another important opportunity for those seeking to be our elected 
representatives to commit to the investment needed to ensure that all arms of our justice system can 
effectively help the people of Australia,” Mr Liveris said. 

 

Other Budget measures noted by the Law Council include:  

• $9.3 million over four years to support legal assistance services involved in coronial inquiries 
and expensive and complex cases. 

• $1.4 million over two years from 2022-23 to the Attorney-General’s Department to progress a 
national approach to modernise the execution of common legal documents. 

• $5.6 million over four years to the Fair Work Commission (FWC) for a small business support 
unit to improve employer/employee experiences when navigating the Fair Work system.  

• $17.0 million over two years from 2022-23 to support the Office of the Australian Information 
Commissioner in undertaking its privacy and regulatory functions 

• $15.7 million over four years from 2022-23 (and $4.0 million per year ongoing) to increase the 
Commonwealth Director of Public Prosecution’s capacity to respond to its increasing 
caseload.  

• $2.5 million over two years from 2022-23 to support the Financial Rights Legal Centre’s 
National Insurance Law Service to continue to provide legal advice and advocacy for 
consumers in financial distress due to insurance claim disputes 

• $2.0 million over two years from 2022-23 for the Aboriginal Legal Service of Western Australia 
to expand the Youth Engagement Program as part of the Kimberley Juvenile Justice Project 
in the Kimberley and Pilbara region. 

• $1.6 million in 2022-23 to continue a pilot for a single case management solution for the 
Administrative Appeals Tribunal (AAT), with the cost to be met from within the existing 
resources of the AAT. 

• $6.7 million in 2022-23 to support the work of the Office of the Special Investigator’s (OSI) 
investigation and prosecution of potential war crimes in Afghanistan. 

• $1.8 million over three years for advice and support services for women who experience 
sexual harassment. 

• $1.2 million over four years to develop and implement a training and education program 
for volunteers who assist court users within the Federal Circuit and Family Court of 
Australia. 
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